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LAPAYE PTE BiLig® PA. 
REPLY Te. Ov Box 23s3 19444 
May 6, 1989 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
Mercantile Money Museum, 
Seventh & Washington, 
St. Louis, MO 63101 


Dear Eric: 


Ruth and I were delighted to see you and Evelyn once again, and enjoyed 
our several "chats" very much. Our trip home was uneventful, and we arrived 
in Philadelphia on time. I trust your return trip was as pleasant. 


You requested that I send you a copy of the re-print I had explaining 
how to use the Allender gold coin scale. This is enclosed. Unfortunately, 
the re-print sent to me, in the first instance, was poorly made. Hence 
my copy is no better. The second re-print is clearer. 


You may remember that I have the model without the three dollar (?) 
holder, just the five, two & 1/2 and one dollar. This is marked "Patent 
Pending", so I presume it is an early model. Would you have any record 
of the possible date of its introduction, and when it was officially patented? 


My next question is do you know the diameter and the weight of the 


disc that fits into the dollar ring. I do not have one, and could possibly 
have one made. 


Please give our best to Evelyn, and do not forget (when you see her) 
to give Bede Wolf or very best. 


Answer at your convenience, and my best to you. 


ery 


ecjr/me 


EMIL COHN, JR. 
Wholesale Furniture 


P.O. Box mee 
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 ~%fo7l€4 
215-836-9292 
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Mercantile 
Money Museum 


Mercantile Tower 
Seventh & Washington 
St. Louis, Mo. 63101 
314-421-1819 





May 15, 1989 


Me. Bart Cohn, Jf. 
4110 Hain Drive 
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 


Dear Emil: 


It was a pleasure to hear from you and to be with you and Ruth in San 
Francisco... We had a great time. 


Thank you for the text of the Allender inserts as to the maker. There 
are label varieties as I suspected. 


As to your Allender it must be about 1853. The gold dollar was first 
made in 1849 and the $ 20 in 1850. I have an earlier Allender before 
"Patent Pending" was added. You could look up when the patent of 
November 27, 1855 was first applied for as filing and issuing are 
often far apart. 


I expect to have some discs made for the Allenders. I have about three 
original discs but need some extra repros for other varieties. I have a 


duplicate Allender with a $ 3 slot from the Gorlick collection. 


Your $ 20 rocker is great and I'll look forward to a better picture. 


ee 
x 


eee 


Eric P. Newman 


Evelyn joins me in sending you both our best. 


P.S. Frank Wolff just died. 
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May ‘22, 1969s. 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for such a prompt reply and the information on 
the Allender birth dates. Right now, I am busy pulling a lot genealogical 
material to-gether on both sides of my parent's families, which is fortunately 
either a great deal, or just enough to make my results very satisfying. 
My next "bent" is to get prior information from Germany, which moves very 
slowly. But, I will keep going on this, somehow. 


I would be intersted in getting the little mateo for my Allen- 





der, aaa could you include one for me While yours are being made? If you 

need my balance for exactness, let me know, I will send it on to you. 

Can you accomodate me on this? (sorry about the bad type line above, something 
repeated on this electronic "wonder") 


I am also on the verge of dickoring (?) on a large bank scale, and 
am holding back until I see if that comes through. So, I won't be interested 
in the extra Allender with $3.00 slot right now. 


Wewere sorry to hear of Frank Wolff's death, which word came around 
to us here in Philly. I understand from Bede's sister that she may be 
visiting here in the near future. 


Our best to you both, in which Ruth joins. 


ae 
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October 14, 1989. 


Dear Eric: 


You asked me some time ago for a photograph of my counterfit $20.00 
coin detector scale. I believe I may have sent you an old print of this, 
but I have re-photographed this little item (my #52), and I enclose two 
views of it for you. 


If this is useful for the book your and George Mallis are working 
on, and if you want additional copies of this, please let me know. They 
are yours for the asking. 


Lew & I are making nice progress for the May 11th, 1990 ISASC meeting. 
Ibelieve he told me he has been in touch with you. We are all certainly 
looking forward to you and Evelyn being with the group in Philadelphia. 


Somehow,during your visit Ruth and I want to have you visit with 
us and at the same time see our collection. By the way, I did buy the 
large “"mint/banker" scales I mentioned in my letter in May. They were 
too big for me to get into the car, so the dealer is bringing them to 
me, supposedly this month. At least that was his promise! 


On the 16th, I leave for the High Point, NC Furniture Market, until 
the 26th. We'll be here at home until November 21st, when we have planned 
to return to our Florida place for the winter. I will make trips back 
here on business from time to time. Should vou get to the Palm Beach area, 
please look us up, and we can get to-gether. Address is below. 


Very best to you both. Oh yes, I spoke to, but we could not get together, 
Bede Wolff. We had a nice phone conversation. 


Sincerely, 


= 
Crt’ 


enclosures 


Emil Cohn, Jr. 
6732 Versailles Ct. 
Lake Worth, FL 33463 


° 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 23, 1989 


Emil Cohn, Jr. 

Wholesale Furniture and Promotions 
P.. Oy Box 225 

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 


Dear Emil: 


Thank you very much for the photograph of your balance to check $20 gold 
pieces. 


I congratulate you on getting the two large scales; I look forward to seeing 
them. You are very nice to give us some extra treatment when we visit Phila- 
delphia, and I appreciate your hospitality. 

We are leaving for Asia on November 8, and I hope you have a pleasant winter 


in Florida. My very best to the both of you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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May 28, 1990. 


Mr & Mrs Eric P. Newman, 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 
St.. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric & Evelyn: 


First, I want to thank you for your very nice letter which is very 
much appreciated. The information about John Wilbank is very interesting. 


The main purpose of this letter, which should have been written sooner 
is to thank you for the exceptional presentation you made at our ISASC 
Convention. The extreme knowledge of the subject and the manner of your 
telling us this had everyone sort of spellbound. Thank you, again. 


Putting our Convention together, showed up after it was all over, 
and I must say I was "beat". That wore off during the week, and I am happy 
to say I feel normal again. 


I spoke to Bede Wolfe's sister, Jeanette, just a while ago, and she 
has been very ill just having returned from a hospital stint again. 


Even though you did not make it our home, and our little scale museum 
that we just completed so that the huge bullion scales could be shown 
in all their splendor, and that weather, you are certainly excused, and 
can count on the rain check whenever you are back in this area. Please 
do not forget to let us hear from you. 


Ruth and I send our very best wishes to you both, and its too bad 
our paths do not meet more often. 


Sincerely, 


Ee eh 


ecjr.me 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Emil Cohn November 25, 1992 


6732 Versailles Court 
Lake Worth, FL 33467 


Dear Emil: 


I hope you both enjoy a nice winter in Florida, even though 
Evelyn and I are not adjusted to do that sort of thing as yet. 

As I told you we were nutty enough to go to Syria last month 
and it was extremely exciting. Everyone here thought we lost our 
marbles. 

I thought of you right away when I was offered a Henry 
Troemner brass rocker for U.S. 25 cent and 50 cent pieces. I 
already owned one, but couldn’t resist such a rare item with his 
name and place clearly punched on the counterweight and in such 
choice condition. 

As you may know I specialize in counterfeit coin detector 
scales and am writing a book on the subject with George Mallis. 
Thus I make technical studies of every variety. 

The idea which came to me was that you might exchange your $20 
rocker with me for the Troemner. You being from Philadelphia know 
how difficult it is to get early Troemner items. I took pictures 
of the item which are enclosed so that you can see what I am 
suggesting. If the trade would give you additional satisfaction 
it would do the same for me. If it wouldn’t I’1l try to use it for 
a trade elsewhere. That is the best way I can add items to my 
collection. As you may know I do not participate in selling items 
at the convention, etc. as I try to avoid any commerciality. You 
feel the same way I believe. Please consider the trade and let me 
know your thinking. 


Our best to both of you. 


Sincérely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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December 11, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
Numismatic Education Society, 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 

St. fous, §D 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Well, we are in Florida. And, with all we are hearing about the weather 
up North, are certainly glad we are here. 


I have your letter and photographs dated November 25th and have reviewed 
this in my mind several times. Hence the delay in replying. 


I believe I would like to keep my "$20.00 Gold Piece Rocker". Being 
as unusual as this seems to be, I feel it enhances my variety, rather than 
show another rocker similar to those I now own, even though they are English 
1 OFicGin, 


The Troemner piece would certainly be nice to own, especially since 
it is so old and identified so clearly, were I to have run across this during 
some of my own scale hunting. 


I trust you will understand my "feeling" making this decision. 

Ruth will be here until late March, as well as myself except for’ making 
one or two runs back north for business reasons in January and February. 
Piease let us hear from you and Evelyn should you be coming to the Palm Beach 
area during our stay here. We would love to see you and have you at least 
have a lunch or dinner with us. 

Our warmest regards, and best wishes for both of the up-coming Holidays. 


Sincerely, 


—E_ : 
ow Ww U 


ecjr.me 
in Florida 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Emil Kohn January 25, 1993 
4110 Hain Drive 

P.O. Box 233 

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 


Dear Emil: 


Your published inquiry about the Troemner advertisement was 
in Equilibrium . I was fascinated by it. 

It was not clear to me where the advertisement was. It said 
"Colton’s General Atlas, New York, 1856 trade book." Is it in the 
Atlas itself or in a trade book? I looked in my 1857 Colton Atlas 
FOr 2¢. 

I will have my friend at the Library Company of Philadelphia 
check it after you give me the clue. 

My wife and I do not plan to go to the Baltimore scale 
convention for reasons I explained to you. I hope you two can 
attend. 

Thanks and continue to thrive. 


Your friend, 


Eric P. Newman 


RUTH and EMIL COHN, JR. 
6732 Versailles Court 
Lake Worth, FL 33467- 50¢ > 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Emil Cohn February 26, 1993 


6732 Versailles Court 
Lake Worth, FL 33467-5062 


Dear Emil: 


I have located a Troemner advertisement exactly like the one 
you found but the text on the right side of yours is not on mine. 
I enclose a copy. 


I had someone look at an 1856 Colton Atlas and we couldn’t 
find your ad. Would you be nice enough to check into it at your 
convenience? 


I have developed more Philadelphia history about coin scales 
and am writing it up. 
Keep having fun in Florida. 
Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


562 PHILADELPHIA AND ITS MANUFACTURES. 





HSTABLISEHE HD IN 1840. 


oy HENRY TROEMNER, 


MANUFACTURER OF 
Scales and Balances. 


Every variety of standard articles for weighing, known under t] 
general term of Scales and Balances, is made in Philadelphia, and each, 
branch has its representative houses, who hold the leading position 
Fine Balances for weighing the precious metals are made principally by 
Hlenry TROEMNER, the successor of F. Meyer & Co., 710 Market street 
Mr. ‘Troemner constructed all the Balances, Weights, ete., required for 
the U.S. Mint, Custom Houses, and Repositories, and several Scales for 
the Mexican Mint. Some of the Balances made for the Assay Office in 
New York, and for the Branch Mint of San Francisco, cost as much as 


at 
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one thousand dollars, and one made several years ago cost one thousand 


GENE 
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Sf. 


six bundred and fifty dollars. Besides Balances like these, which must Ww) 





turn with the thousandth part of a grain, Mr. Troemner constructs BALANCES, 
Patent Balances that will weigh twelve tons. His manufactures com. 710 Market Street, Philadelphia. 

prise Mint Balances, Bankers’ Scales, Jewellers’, Druggists’, Grocers’, —--—-- 

Confectioners’ Seales, ete. ; in fact, any kind required for weighing pur- Illustrated Price List furnished on application. 
poses. Nearly all the banks in this city, New York, and other places, ; ; — > =o a = 
have his Scales in use. Mr. Troemuer is the oldest manufacturer iv this Ve MEAS. R. H. DINMORE. LEWIS L. HOUT. FREDERICK A. KIKHLE. 


branch of business in the United States. rae 


Messrs. BuckeELEW & WarerMAN, 716 Market street, manufacture BANKS DINMORE 
the “Patent Arc Scale,” which is adapted to the requirements ol j i 


various trades. The Druggist Scale, made in this style, will weigh both 





Troy and Avoirdupois at one weighing, without the use of weights or Successors to A. B. Davis & Co, 


. . . . . AL#u, 
springs, and is of such simple construction as to require only to be seen 


in order to be understood. This firm have recently opened a store at Successors to Abbott & Co, 


716 Market street, as a general depot for the sale of Scales, Weights, 


F es 5 : cd / ypfooos& i | 
and Measures, in addition to their manufactory and ware-rvom at ey of | /jA\ mI aH h | 
: - * ; { Cc | | ! | ! 
515 Callowhill street. Their stock is a very general one, comprising ie) en ieee f 
. ! 
Druggists’, Prescription, and Counter Seales, Jewellers’ Balances. ee om J 


Scales for Grocers, Confectioners, Silk-dealers, Butchers, ete. ; 


5 also 





MANUFACTURERS, a 


reliable Platform Seales of various sizes, Grocers’? Fixtures, Measures, 





ete. The Market street store of Messrs. Buckelew & Waterman is MCETHWEST CORNER. OF at il 
the office of the Sealer of Weights and Measures for the First Distric! NINTH AND MELON STREETS, NY ; 
of Philadelphia. Below Coates, ties 
Platjorm Scales are made largely by the firms of BANKS, DiInMonr PEt Ts A Lee ay A ir 
& Co., and BeckMAN & IENGLEMAN, ae 
Banks, Dinmone & Co., at Ninth and Melon streets, have the large-! Mllustrated Circulars furnished on application, ‘if 
‘" 





bus 





EMIL COHN, JR. 
Wholesale Furniture 

P.O. Box 233 

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444-0233 


Phone: 215-836-9292 
FAX: 215-886-5610 
March 6, 1993. 


To: Eric Newman 


Dear Eric: 


I am home for a few days, and I checked 
my information from the "print" supplier. 


It is as listed "trade book" 1856. But 
personally, this I do not know anything about. 


All I know is I bought the page, and 
the reputable print dealer said "trade book" 


I will still be pleased to send you a copy of 
my full page of this book as I bought it. It 
will have to be folded tobe mailed in a large 
envelope. 


Once again, kindest regards to you both. 
I am sure you will be missedat Delliner- 


Sincerely, 





RUTH and EMIL COHN, JR. 
6732 Versailles Court 

Lake Worth, FL 33467 _5062 
(407) 439-7373 


s/17/93 


Dear Eric: 


I came back down here and we will close-up 
on the 28th until probably next Fall. 


I am sure ISASC will be delighted tohave 
the information you are preparing on Phila. 
scale makers. I look forward to having this 
INLOrMacLLOn, “COO. 


When I get back, I will re-look carefully 
at the page I have, and will again further 
dascuss the source witth Phila Print Co. 


Thank you for the copy oif your text 
page. 


Our best to Evelyn and yourself. Have a 
good Passover Holiday. 


Sincerely, 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6.450 Ceetl Avenuc, St. Louis, Missourt 63105 


tats Conn, Jr. March 24, 1993 
Pie. . BOR 233 
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444-0233 


Dear Emil: 


Do I have an interesting project for you. Important 
Philadelphia scale research which will bring sure results. 

The earliest American counterfeit coin detecting mechanism I 
have located is a brass rocker for U.S. 4% and % eagles of the 1834- 
1839 period. It is stamped Moore’s Patent. Moore never got a 
patent. No one has any idea who Moore was or where he was from 
until a label on the inside of a Moore detector said Moore’s, Price 
Current, 12 Merchants Exchange. No city was named. Everyone 
assumed it was New York, where there was a famous Merchants 
Exchange, but no Price Current except a "Wholesale Price Current" 


in the New York Journal of Commerce of the period. I found no 
MOORE as a scalemaker in New York directories. 
I checked Baltimore. I checked Boston. I checked 


Philadelphia for Moore with no luck. Then I concluded that I must 
have missed something. Was there a newspaper named Moore’s Price 


Current. Yesterday I learned it was in Philadelphia from 1833- 
1835. I also learned that the Merchants Exchange in Philadelphia 
was built in 1833 and still stands. The newspaper gives Moore’s 


initials as T M Moore and his address is at the Merchants Coffee 
House. The Coffee House is across the street from the Merchants 
Exchange. 

Now here is where you come in. The full file of Moore’s Price 
Current is at the Pennsylvania Historical Society. There must be 
advertisements in it of Moore’s counterfeit detector. Since the 
coins involved first came out in 1834 the detector must have been 
offered for sale from mid-1834 through 1835. I also want to try 
to find out whether Moore put his name on a device which was made 
by someone else or what his full name was and where he lived. If 
we get his full name the directories will help locate him. 

If you have a friend who would like to look for this more than 
you, please feel free to appoint him. 

Philadelphia wins again but I don’t know the score. This data 
is most important for the book I am preparing. 


Thanks for anything you do. 


Sincerely, 


~ 


5s 


Eric P. Newman 


° 
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April 3, 1993. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
6450 Cecil Avenue, 
oe. LoS, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Lee Arnold at the Pennsylvania His=- 
torical Society. He advises if nothing can be found, the check will not be 
required. So, forget about that for the time being. 


I also spoke to someone at the Free Library of Philadelphia ( as you 
probably know its our city Library System ) They called me back as they prom- 
ised, and left a message I should come down there and go to several depart- 

ments there, and see the various catalogue cards and the computer listing 

and then they will "call" for the volumes. I'll get to that as soon as I 
can; if possible, this week. I also want to look at their cards, etc on the 
Colton Atlas, etc that they might have. 


On that subject, I made a reduced, almost complete copy of my page, 
which I enclose for you to see. The back of this page (which I also should 
have copied) is about Tennessee, with no heading or page number. 


I love doing this research, so do not hesitate to ask me. I have spent hours 
there on my family genealogy. My biggest problem with that is that I have 
too much to look for. But, I am getting there! 


Ruth and I are not going to Baltimore until Friday, as I do not need 
a tour of that city. This is my regular travel territory and I know it too 
well. And besides, we saved $245.00 by skipping Thursday nite and that tour. 
I think the Weiss's are doing the same, except they want to go to D.C. for 
something they want to do. By the way, they are in Europe now. 


Let us both look for good luck on the Moore research! 


Sincerely, , . 


Gitr 


ecjr.me 
enclosures (2) 
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April 3, 1993. 


Pennsylvania Historical Society, 
1300 Locust Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 —_ 


Att: Mr. Lee Arnold \ SH ae 
Dear Mr. Arnold: 


I spoke to you the other day with respect to researching Moore's Price 
Current which I have been requested to do for Mr. Eric P. Newman whose letter 
copy I am enclosing. 


Upon reading his letter, you will learn what information he has asked 
me to locate for him. You have advised me this can be done by your department 
for a fee of $20.00. My personal check for this service is enclosed. 


Mr. Newman is preparing a book that this information is required as 
the last paragraph of his letter indicates. 


I, personally thank you for your help is this research, and trust you will 
be able to supply the information within a reasonable time. 


Any expense for supplying copies will be covered by me. 
Thank you and kind regards 


Very truly yours, 


ecjr.me 
cc: Mr. Newman 


check enclosed for $20.00 


EMIL COHN, JR. 
Wholesale Furniture 
P.O. Box 233 

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 


Phone: 215-836-9292 | [¢3 
FAX: 215-886-5610 a 
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“A S.E. View of Merchants’ Hotel on North Fourth St. in Philadelphia.” A hand colored 
aquatint drawn and engraved by John Rubens Smith. 12 x 18 7/8. Published circa. 1837 


to promote the prosperous and growing City of Philadelphia and its merchantile o iti 
(Photo. Philadelphia Print Shop). eer 
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Hill shop sells collection to 
Library of Congress 


by Marie Jones 

The Philadelphia Print Shop of Chestnut 
Hill recently negotiated the sale of a 
collection of the American artist, John 
Rubens Smith, to the Library of Congress. 

The acquisition by the Library of 
Congress was made known on April 13 by 
its hbrarian, James Billington. 

The collection was owned by Mrs. 
Marian Carson of Philadelphia and 
included 745 paintings, drawings, prints 
and manuscripts which once comprised 
John Rubens Smith's personal collection. 

According to an article in the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer, the collection was sold for 
$500,000, half of its actual value. 

The Library of Congress was able to 
purchase the collection through a combi- 
nation of grants from The Madison Coun- 
cil, a philanthropic association, and Mrs. 
Carson's donation. 

Arrangements for the organization, 
documentation and the terms of the sale 
were made by Donald Cresswell and 
Christopher Lane, owners of the Print 
Shop. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Marian Carson is a notable scholar, 
writer and collector in Philadelphia. She 
acquired the John Rubens Smith collection 
in the 1930s and kept it together recog- 
nizing the importance of the artifacts to 
understanding the history of American art. 

When Mrs. Carson decided to sell the 
collection through Cresswell and Lane they 
made a national search to find the right 
buyer and repository for the works. A 
series of discrete and quiet exhibitions 
were held at the shop at 8441 Germantown 
Ave. with librarians, curators and scholars 
coming from around the country to view- 
ings of the works. 

Many regional interests were expressed 
by individuals and groups who wished to 
buy parts of the collection that related to 
particular places such as Boston, Long 
Island, New York City, Washington or 
Charleston. 

Mrs. Carson and Cresswell determined 
that the collection should stay together, 
Cresswell told the Local. 

“While a number of institutions were 
trying to raise funds to buy the collection, 
curators of the Prints and Photographs 
Division of the Library of Congress were 
able to convince a search committee for 
a Stellar acquisition that this collection has 
the importance and national scope to serve 
that purpose,” Cresswell said. 

‘John Rubens Smith is mentioned in just 
about every survey of 19th century Amer- 
ican art as an influential teacher, and the 
appearance of this collection could radically 
change that biography by not only rein- 
forcing the image of Smith as teacher but 
also in elevating his reputation as a 
practicing artist,’ Creswell continued. 

Smith was from an artistic family which 
included his grandfather, Thomas Smith 
of Derby, a landscape artist, and his father, 
John Raphael Smith, artist and mezzontint 
engraver and publisher, who provided his 
earliest education. 
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He studied at the Royal Academy and 
exhibited between 1796 and 1811, although 
by 1809 he had emigrated to North America 
where he gained a reputation in painting, 
drawing and print production in Boston, 
New York and Philadelphia. 

, He established drawing schools in these 
cities. His career was marred by clashes 
with some of his contemporaries, a number 
of his more ambitious projects were 
failures, and in his later years he retreated 
from the mainstream and died in humble 
circumstances. 

Most of this collection was assembled by 
Smith himself and passed down through 





(Continued on page 26) 
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his family. Smith. respected his own 
heritage. retaining works by his grandfath- 
er, his father. and his own school work 
from the Royal Academy. No doubt he was 
fond of his past, but he also used the 
material for his work in instructing 
gentlemen and ladies. Drawings from his 
Royal Academy days show not only the 
models for student work but also scenes 
of students in class. 

Smith had a great affection for his work 
as a teacher as evidenced by his sympa- 
thetic portrayals of his own family and 
students hard at work on sketches. Some 
of the more beautiful works show them 
on picnics in which pleasant times are 
combined with companionship and good 
food. The collection also contains drawing 
exercises in which concern for perspective 
and colors are evidenced, and this dedicated 
teacher even kept ephemeral items such 
as signs to announce lectures, a student 
rate card, and rules and prospectuses. 

The glory of the collection is in a large 
series of landscape pencil drawings and 
watercolor paintings that were intended 
for a grand portfolio of prints showing 
American cities and landscapes. 
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Christopher W. Lane (Il) and Donald H. 
Cresswell whose Philadelphia Print Shop 
sold the Jonn Rubens Smith Collection to 
the Library of Congress. 


In the 1820s Smith travelled to Charles- 
ton, Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Wil- 
mingten and vicinity, Philadelphia and* 
vicinity, New York City, up the Hudson 
Valley as far as Albany, and through 
Connecticut, Rhode Island = and 
Massachusetts. 


He was planning a publishing venture 
similar to The Hudson River Portfolio by 
William Guy Wall and John Hill, but the 
project never materialized. Instead, he did 
produce some exquisite landscapes that 
rival any done by his student, Guy Wall. 
and this collection contains some of the 
original sketches, the finished watercolors 
proofsheets, and the final aquatint print; 

Above all, the assemblage of works 
shows how busy Smith was throughout 
his life. A surprisingly large number of 
mezzotint portraits, many in multiple 
proofs, stand as evidence of his work with 
exquisite protraiture in separately issuec 
prints as well as the more ordinary book 
and magazine illustrations. 


The likelihood of such an extensive 
collection of personai works by an Amer- 
ican artist of this period coming on the 
market again is very remote. The applic- 
ability of this material for a major bio 
graphy of John Rubens Smith is obvious. 
but much more is involved 
. The works are primary sources for a 
firsthand picture of the lives of American 
artists in the first half of the nineteenth 
century 
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THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Founded 1824 


1300 Locust Street + Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 


14 May 1993 


Bil Conn, J. 
AVAO “Hern Drs 
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 


Dear Mr. Cohn: 


This letter is in reference to your 
letter Of Apri) 3 and -<check for $20. 1 
had Richard Hess work on your request. 


Moore's Price Current was printed 
each Saturday for approximately two 
years. 


Copies are enclosed from the November 
By Lest edition listing an Bagie Balance 
that can detect counterfeit weight and the 
like. 


Limited research time prohibited 
trying. to; -furnieh Mr. Moores full mame 
and address. 

Best of -lmek in your continued research. 
Sincerely, 
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Lee Arnold 
Library Director 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


fn Gonn, Jr. May 25, 1993 
P.O. Box 33 

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 

Dear Emil: 


You. Gid it ! The text is enclosed. 


Hope your hernia is healing. We saw Beatrice Wolff who has 
known you since childhood at a party last night in St. Louis and 
she sends you and your wife her best. 


Thanks again. 


Sincer ; 


a 
Cee 


Eric P. Newman 


enclosure 


EMIL COHN, JR. 
Wholesale Furniture 
P.O. Box 233 
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 
Phone: 215-836-9292 
FAX: 215-886-5610 
5/30/93 


Dear Eric & Evelyn: 


Thanks for your note about seeing Bede Wolff. 
Don't ever show this to anyone, but here she is in 
1935 just three or four months after Ruth and I got 
married.. The notation is self explanitory. Ruth is 
the one in the beach chair; guess who the other one 
tS 


I found this old photo and re-photo'd it and 
sent a copy to Bede. She never answered us, so I 
do not think she was too happy to receive it. 


I enjoyed reading the translation from print 
to hard copy from the Moore's Price Current. I can 
see now, why it was so important to you. 


By the way, what did that balance look like 
and how big was it? No photo necessary, just des- 
cribe it if you can. 


Keep in touch with me any time you need 
info from this area. I'll always try. 


Sincerely, 
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No. 16,390. 


H. MARANVILLE. 


Coin Tester. 


N. PETERS. Photo-Lithographer. Waarengton D.C 


Patented Jan. 13, 1857. 
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H. MARANVILLE, OF CLINTON, OHIO. 


BALANCE FOR DETECTING COUNTERFEIT COINS. 


Specification of Letters Patent No. 16 ee re dated January 18, 1857. 


To all whom it may coneern: 

Be it known that I, H. Maranvitie, of 
Clinton, in the county of Summit and State 
of Ohio, have invented a new and Improved 
Implement or Device for Detecting Coun- 
terfeit Coins; and I do hereby declare that 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de- | 
scription of the same, reference being had to | 
the annexed drawings, making a ‘part of | 
this specification, in ‘which— 

Figure 1 is a face view of my improve- 
ment. Fig. 2 is a side view of ditto. 

Similar letters of reference indicate cor- 
responding parts in the two figures. 

My invention consists in the employment | 
or use of a graduated disk and slide, con- 
nected together and hung upon centers, so 
as to form a scale beam. The disk has 
guides attached to its face and the several 
parts are so arranged that the cam may be 
weighed and also measured both as regards 
thickness and diameter, and the implement 
may be made quite portable so that it may 
be carried in the pocket with as little in- 
convenience as an ordinary pocket knife or 
comb. 

To enable those skilled in the art to fully 
understand and construct my invention, I 
will proceed to describe it. 

A represents a disk or circular plate, to 
one side of which a projecting plate B is 
attached. The sides or edges of the plate B 
are bent downward and underneath the 
other portion to form guides to receive a 
sliding plate C which is allowed to work 
freely i in said guides underneath the disk A 
and plate B. The disk A and plate B 
may be formed of sheet brass or other metal 
and both cut out of one piece. The disk A 
need not much exceed in diameter a silver 
dollar. The slide C is also formed of a 
piece of sheet metal. On the plate B at its 
junction with the disk A, a bar D is se- 
cured transversely, and knife edged jour- 
nals (a) are formed one on each side of said 
bar. These journals (a) have their bearings 
in ears or lugs (D) turned up at the end of 
a bar underneath the plate B. On the face 
of the disk A there are secured two ledges 
(c) (c).. These ledges are placed in ob- 
lique positions near the edge of the disk and 
form guides against which the edge of the 
coin to be tested is placed. The disk A has 
its face graduated as shown in Fig. 1— 


| 
| 
| 








| 


| 


ea lines being made indieating the di- | 


ameter of gold and silver coins of different 
denominations. The different scales are 
divided by lines (@). 

The slide C is divided longitudinally into 
four parts. each part being “eraduated, one 
| part for silver and another for gold, a part 
| for foreign silver and the other part -for 
| foreign gold. The disk and slide are bal- 
anced like a scale beam in the bearings in 
the lugs (6) and the weight of the coin on 
the disk A is counterbalanced by adjusting 
the slide C. 

The implement is used as follows: Take, 
for instance, a silver dime, and place it upon 
the disk, A, the edge of the dime being 
placed against the ledges (ce) (e), Then 
adjust the slide C, so that the line marked 
10 in the part marked “cts.,” on the slide 
will be even with the outer edge of the plate 
B. If the coin be genuine its edge will be 
precisely over the ‘line marked 10 in the 
disk, and the disk and slide will be evenly 
balanced. The thickness of the coin is in- 
dicated by figures on the ledges (c), the 
ledges being of taper or inclined form. It 
will be seen that by the above implement 
the coins are weighed and measured, and 
therefore counterfeit coin may be re eadily 
detected. If a spurious coin is of the same 
weight as a genuine one it must be larger, 
because any known metal heavier than gold 
is more valuable and consequently would 
not be used in combination with other 
metals for counterfeiting. If a spurious 
coin is equal in size to a genuine one it will, 
of course, be of less weight. 

The implement is exceedingly simple in 
construction and may be made quite port- 
able, not exceeding 3 or 4 inches in length. 

Having thus described my invention, * what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let- 
ters Patent is— 

The graduated disk A and slide C con- 
nected as shown and hung in the ears or 
lugs (0), the disk having ‘ledges or guides 
(c) (c) attached to its face and the whole 
arranged as herein shown and described, 
for the purpose set forth. 


H. MARANVILLE. 


Witnesses: 
J. F. Ginperrt, 
I. I. Wricur. 
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BALANCE SCALE, c. 1844-1845 


Congress in 1838 directed the Office of Weights and Measures, 
then headed by Ferdinand Hassler (APS, 1807), to distribute 
standard measures of weight to each state of the Union. The 
project was carried out under his successor, Alexander Dallas 
Bache (APS, 1829), and by Joseph Saxton (APS, 1837), the great 
maker of scientific instruments. This is believed to be Saxton's 
internal test instrument kept at the Bureau. This scale was 
giver Go. Alien V. Astin (APS, 1959) at his retirement ds head 
of that Bureau of Standards. It was given by him to the Society 
an 7980.) 1t stands. in their Library to this date, 1996. 


(APS)=American Philosophical Society Ace. No... 1980.2 


A "Show & Tell” Report on the above was given by Emil Cohn, Jr at 
the New Orleans Meeting of ISASC, May/June 1996. 


